
BODY SHAPE

SPIDER INSECT

Two sections: cephalothorax
(combined head and thorax) 

& abdomen

Three sections: head, thorax, 
& abdomen

LEGS

Eight Six

EYES

Up to eight individual eyes Two compound eyes (each 
made up of many tiny eyes)

WINGS

None Two to four, but sometimes 
wingless

ANTENNAE

None Two

Spider
or Insect?

A lot of people assume that spiders are insects. But in fact, they are 

relatives of insects. They are part of a group called arachnids 

(uh-RACK-nidz). Other arachnids include scorpions, ticks, mites, and 

harvestmen. This chart compares the five major differences 

between spiders and insects. Perhaps it will help you to identify that 

“thing” crawling around in your kitchen.

For more information on 

spiders, visit the Kids Discover 

website at kidsdiscover.com
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