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A Note to the Afflicted
From the first emails to the last piece of this wordplay puzzle (this

dedication), I’ve watched my friends and colleagues become infected
with this verbal disease I have, the disease of wordplay. It’s everywhere,
affects everyone, and always leaves its victims changed (for the better!).
Here are some casualties:

Many thanks to Susan Williamson, Kara Pekar, and especially Emily
Stetson for their keen eyes and open minds, as well as their innate
ability to make sense of this mess. My heart and medicine go out 
to my friend Joseph Lee for all he’s put up with while designing this
fabulous book (I owe you one, but you know that). To my boys, Steve
and Jon, who rank among the top Dominoes on Broadway players on
the planet and who inspire me constantly. And Baxter, I’ll play with you
in a minute if you’ll just let me finish this. Last, but by far not least, 
to my wonderful wife, Vickie, who has the unenviable job of nodding
in agreement and saying, “Yes, dear. That is very funny” whenever I
chance to level another pun at her. I love you bunny.
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Are You Hungry? 5

All of us at the WORDPLAY CAFÉ

want to welcome you. Here you
will find food of every kind:

soups and stews, pastries and pies,
cookies and casseroles. Sound familiar?
You many think so, but wait! The meals
we serve are Food for the Brain!

By now you’re probably asking,
“What is this guy talking about?” The
answer is quite simple. There is an old
proverb, or saying, that goes something
like this: “If you give a person a fish,
you will feed him for a day. But if you
teach a person how to fish, you will feed

her for the rest of her life.” And that is
exactly what this book is about. You’ll
find no crossword puzzles here for you
to fill in and no word searches to circle.
In short, there should be no reason for
you to take a pencil (or an eraser, for
that matter) to this book anywhere.

A Menu for Me ’N’ U
What you will find in this book are

instructions, or “recipes,” as I like to
call them, that will show you not only

ARE YOU HUNGRY?

how to play word games but how to
make up word games of your own as
well. Yikes! Sound like school? Nah,
don’t worry. It’s way more fun than
that.

I will teach you games that you can
play many different times, in many dif-
ferent ways, with many different words
and with many friends for many years. 

So if you’re hungry and you want to
have some fun (not to mention impress
a few friends), just grab your oven mitts,
dust off your soup ladle, and let’s get
cooking, at the WORDPLAY CAFÉ!
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Who    This Guy?

6

Boy, that’s a good question. Well,
for starters, my name is Michael
Kline and I’ve been illustrating

Williamson books for about 10 years.
Some of my “hyper-doodling” appears
in Kids Discover magazine as well, a
relationship that has spanned (so far)
nearly 14 years.

I live and work in Wichita, Kansas,
but largely because of the Internet, 
I am able to work with publishers all
over the country. Pretty cool, eh? But
why did I choose to write and illustrate 
a book on wordplay?

It’s because I am a wordplay freak!
There’s really no other way to put it. I
am fascinated by the way that words
work, the way they don’t work some-
times, the manner in which they fit
together, their relationships with one
another, and above all, the way they
sound!

Wherever I go, whatever I’m doing —
watching TV, playing dominoes with
friends, or whatever — I am always lis-
tening. I’m listening for those times
when words don’t always do what
they’re supposed to do. And I am here
(hear?) to encourage you to do the
same. 

Ear We Go!
I could go on and on about how

important it is to have a good vocabu-
lary, how invaluable good grammar is,
or why you should know how to spell
correctly. Teachers and parents could
talk for days (and sometimes do!) on
proper sentence structure and writing
skills. But as far as wordplay goes, there
is one thing you need more than any-

thing else. This one thing (well, two,
really) will guide you further into the
world of noun-trouncing than you could
ever imagine. Know what it is?

It’s what keeps your glasses up, pre-
vents your hat from falling down
around your head, and gives you a place
to hang your headphones. Of course, it’s
your ears!

What Did He Say?
Nearly every person who ever flung a

phrase or penned a pun will tell you
that the most important tool to have in
your wordplay cupboard is a good set
of ears. Why? Because most wordplay
originates from listening to things that
people say (and write). Just listen. Listen
with your phonetic radar turned to
HIGH! And if you hear (or read) some-
thing funny, write it down. With a little
“kitchen” practice, you, too, can start to
have a sense of how wordplay works
and how much fun it can be.

Oh, and about my spelling: You may
come across what appear at first glance
to be misspelled words in this book.
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Are You Hungry? 7

Trust me, no words that I use are acci-
dents. If I spell something a little differ-
ently than you are used to seeing it, I
have a good reason for doing so (even if
that reason is “just for the fun of it”). 

Also, you need to know that I am not
alone in this effort.

I am often in the company of my cat
Baxter (okay, my wife’s cat). He comes
into my office on a regular basis, checks
up on what I am doing, offers any
advice that he feels is needed, then pro-
ceeds to stretch out in the closest patch
of sunlight. 

I think he does this to remind me of
his consultation-only status. He is a cat
and I am merely a human. At any rate, I
have chosen to let him speak on a vari-
ety of subjects, as you will see.

The Rules You Do & Don’t
Need to Follow

(& other daily specials)

W henever you go into a
restaurant, there’s usually

a sign on the door that says
something like No Shoes, No
Shirt, No Service. Well, this is a
rule, and there is a reason for it.
Your local health department is
trying to watch out for your
safety and the safety of others.

Seeing as how the WORDPLAY

CAFÉ is in the business of
preparing food, we have some
rules, too, as follows:

Never, never, ever use words

that would cause anyone harm

or that would make fun of

someone. Words were invented
to open communication
between people, not to shut it
down.

There is absolutely no place

for foul language or swear

words at the WORDPLAY CAFÉ, no
matter what you might hear on

the playground or on TV.
People who use offensive
language are doing so because
they are not smart enough to
get their points across any
other way, so they are taking
the easy way out and going for
the “shock” value of a word.
Don’t you fall into that trap.

Ask questions! Whenever I
visit schools and talk to kids
about wordplay and art, I
always try to sneak in a word
that no one knows. After a few
seconds, I ask someone what
that word meant, and rarely
does anyone have the correct
answer. So I say, “Why didn’t
you stop me and ask what that
word meant?” If there’s ever
anything you don’t understand,
take the time to ask the
question.
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8

We all use words. Whether we
think them, say them, see
them, or write them, words

are a very important part of how we
communicate.

We sing them and shout them, and
sometimes actions speak louder than
they do. Sometimes we’re at a loss for
them and they are beyond us. We have
them with someone, and they stick in
our mouths.

Every now and then we’ll get them in
edgewise, and sometimes we may even
go back on them, but above everything
else, we use them.

Take a Word from Me
My best friends know that I love

words and wordplay. But I have one
rule that I live by, over anything else:

Nobody is a bigger fool than I am.

I make mistakes all of the time. Screw
up, mess up, goof up; whatever you
want to call it, I’m usually in the middle
of it. I never take things very seriously,
and without fail, the first person I laugh
at is me!

I would ask that as you experiment
with playing with words as I have here
at the WORDPLAY CAFÉ, keep my atti-
tude in mind. It will be your choice to
choose and use words in ways that are
fun as well as expressive, but do so with
care, keeping in mind the rules on page
7. If people around you know that you
have only good intentions with word-
play, they’ll join in, too!

Happy cooking!

Conjugate Two Verbs & Call Me 
in the Morning (a word or two on word indigestion)
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Are You Hungry? 9

Okay, now that we’ve gone 
over the basic rules for the
WORDPLAY CAFÉ, let’s spend 

a few minutes on the rules that you
don’t have to follow.

When I talk about a game and how it
is played, I am giving you guidelines as
to how the game could be played. But
honestly, most wordplay has come from
people who ignore the rules and have
extraordinary eyesight. You may see a
better way to play the game or you may
see how some words relate to others in
ways not yet thought of.

Wordplay is a rather dynamic pastime,
one that changes all the time. There are

now many websites
devoted to wordplay
and word games, and
people are always
thinking up new ways
to play with their

words. I want to encourage you to do
the same. Here at the WORDPLAY CAFÉ,
we want you to play with your food!

Huh?
Is the author a few sandwiches short

of a picnic? Did he just suggest playing
with your food? You bet! Except in this

case, your food is words. Twist words,
turn them, flip them and flop them,
rearrange them, and whip them into a
frenzy! In short, look at words in ways
you’ve never done before. If your words
refuse to move, then move yourself, as
in standing on your head, for instance. 

Take a look at my recipes for each
game, give them a try, and then perhaps
be thinking about another way to play
them. Who knows? In five or ten years,
you may be writing your own book of
wordplay recipes!

Which brings us to … 

Play with Your Food!

THE RECIPES
With most games at the WORDPLAY

CAFÉ, you’ll see a recipe that includes a
list of ingredients and a short descrip-
tion on how the game is prepared. I’ll
also list how many each recipe “serves,”
plus how much skill is required, indi-
cated by the oven temperature setting:
LOW, MEDIUM, or HIGH. 

Some recipes include CHEF’S TIPS

for explaining variations or helpful
pointers. If you can think of a better
way to play, simply add your own
ingredients, serving suggestions, and
temperature setting. 

UNFORTUNATE COOKIES
These will pop up from

time to time because I have
just thought of a word that
sounds like, or means,
something else. Like fortune
cookies, they dispense bits
of “wisdom.”
Unfortunately, they are
completely made up.
UNFORTUNATE COOKIES are a
perfect example of playing
with your food. First I’ll
give the word, then my
made-up definition.

If you can think of any
UNFORTUNATE COOKIES, by
all means write them down!

understudy: why you get yelled at in school.

stopw
atch:w

hen a person stares at a red light.
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10

Every now and then I will ask you to
stop and ponder a certain question, or
I’ll give you a definition for a word or
term, or maybe I’ll just relate some
interesting word history. I call it BRAIN

CANDY because it’s food for thought,
just in case your bucket of gray matter
missed breakfast this morning! 

BAXTER SAYS WHAT?
Actually, my cat Baxter never says

anything except for meow, which can
mean “I’m hungry,” “I’m hungry,” or
“I’m hungry.” But sometimes, just by
the look in his eyes, I know he’s trying
to tell me other things. He is only a
casual observer in my office, but his dis-
tance from anything that even resembles
work gives him wisdom well beyond his
actual height.

Occasionally, I will let him have his
say in this book, because some of his
insights make sense; that is, if I am
translating them correctly. 

KEYWORD KABOBS
A lot of kids use the Internet to look

up things for fun and for homework.
Instead of giving you website addresses
that often change over time, I’m giving
you some keywords to use with a search
engine. That’s not a real engine, but
rather a website or program that

heteronym, homograph,

homonym, homophone

searches a database of information 
and reports the most meaningful results.
See page 109 for more fun with search
engines, plus some very important rules
to follow when you add Internet
ingredients! 

All good chefs taste their
food before giving it to
someone else to eat, and for
good reason! It’s a way to check the
flavor of something while it’s on the
stove. I’m going to ask you to check 
my cooking, too.

Look for the TASTE TEST icon every
now and then with questions like “Can
you find two palindromes in the poem
on this page?” (You’ll find the answers
to these puzzlers printed on page 124, 
if you need them.)

Baxter Says:
What inspires you? When you have
a lot of homework to do, is there a
favorite place that you can work
without being disturbed? Is there a
favorite kind of music that you like
to listen to?

Take the advice of someone who
has worked at home (okay, watched
my human work) for many years:
When you have a lot of work to do,
be nice to yourself. Find a comfort-
able, well-lit place (make sure all of
the materials you need are within
easy reach) with perhaps juice, milk,
or some kind of refreshment nearby,
and put on some good (not distract-
ing) music. Then, dive into your
work. Trust me, it will go much
faster than you can imagine, and the
results will be spectacular!
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NOODLE BOOK
What? A Noodle Book? Have birds

been building a nest in the author’s
satellite dish? Quite likely (as my mom
would say), but that’s another book! I’d
like you to consider finding and using
some kind of journal, book, log, or
diary to help you remember some of
those fantastic word games you’re going
to come up with. I refer to mine as a
NOODLE BOOK (noodle as in my
“brain”), and I have several.

Why write your ideas down? If you’re
anything like me, you’ll tend to forget
things in five minutes, so a NOODLE

BOOK helps to keep track of your
thoughts. Maybe it will help to keep
your noodle from roaming off (Noodles
Romanoff!). And just for the fun of it,
be sure to doodle in your NOODLE

BOOK, too!

PUNZLES®?
As I mentioned earlier, it’s a lot of fun

to sit around and listen to the things
people say. When I do, I listen for what
people are saying phonetically. That is,
when I hear someone use the word
chalkboard, of course I know what is
meant, but what I hear is “chalk bored.”
Then I ask myself, “Why is the chalk
bored? Isn’t there anything to do?”

Out of this unusual manner of listen-
ing to people, I began to create
PUNZLES®, short for “pun puzzles.”
Instead of a pun being spoken or written
out as a joke, I thought it would be
more fun to draw a pun, and then let
the viewer try to guess the familiar-
sounding word or phrase that the image
represents. 

I began doing pun puzzles just for my
own amusement, but when I showed
them at schools, kids really got a kick
out of them. So I began to draw them
for magazines, and even turned a few
into electronic greeting cards! 

Try This!
To play PUNZLES® is simple. Just look

at what’s going on in the picture, start
saying some keywords to yourself over
and over, and after a while the phrase or
word will come to you. If you need

help, you’ll find the answer printed
somewhere else, most likely upside
down or backward (I don’t want to
make it too easy).

If you read the answer and groan, or
if you show the PUNZLES® to someone
else and they say, “Oh, that is really
bad!”, then congratulations! You’ve just
stumbled on the number one reason to
pun. In short, the best puns are usually
the worst (or should I say “wurst”!). 

Above all else, have fun! And remem-
ber to keep those ears open.

PUNZLES®answer: Your wurst (as in”knockwurst“) nightmare!
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From Aardvark to Zoologist,

We find words everywhere,

In planes, on plains, and when it rains, 

And even in our hair!

With alphabets and origins

And history to spare,

We’ll sling some slang and fling a phrase,

So Know-It-Alls, beware!

Chapter Won

WORD NUTRITION
001
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Words have been around for a
long, long time. More than
5,000 years ago people in

ancient Mesopotamia (where the Middle
East is today) kept records by carving
small symbols into flat, wet clay tablets.
And the origins of that writing may go
back thousands of years earlier, when
people made different shapes and sym-
bols on clay tokens to keep track of
what they were trading. 

Since then, humans have tried to com-
municate by carving symbols on bones
and stones, by painting on leaves and
papyrus (a material made by the ancient
Egyptians from a water plant), by writ-
ing on paper, and eventually by typing
words into a word processor and watch-
ing them magically appear on a com-
puter screen, just as you do when you
email your friends. Pretty cool, isn’t it, given all that history? (Whew! Writing

really is an antediluvian art!)
Today there are about 5 billion people

(around 85 percent of the earth’s
population) who can read and write.
Are you one of those? Oh, I guess you
are, or you wouldn’t be reading this,
would you?

Can you find a word on
this page that means
“ancient”? (Answer on
page 124.)hieroglyph, ideograph,

morpheme, paleography,

phonemes, pictograph,

runes, syllabary

Words: A Brief History
(& not a story about underwear)
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Think for a moment about
how many ways words impact
your life every day. Without
words, would you know when
and where you are being
picked up at school today?

What about famous words
and phrases used throughout
history, such as the “I Have a
Dream” speech of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. or President
John F. Kennedy’s famous
words “Ask not what your
country can do for you; ask
what you can do for your
country.” 

Or even something as sim-
ple and entertaining as the
words and rhymes from The
Cat in the Hat by Dr. Seuss?
What about two of the most
important words you’ll likely
ever hear: yes and no?

26 Main Ingredients
(a.k.a. the alphabet)

Did you ever stop to think that
every letter in the alphabet is
actually like a little sign, telling

you where to go, what to do next? 
Each letter has its own specific place,

its own sound, and its own special char-
acteristics. Even though the typeface
may change (like this), a letter has the
same purpose: to make words.

Imagine having 26 very good friends.
They will play with you as long as you
want, they can produce hilarious results,
and they never get tired. If you add 10

Check out LICENSE PL8 PIE (page 62), PORTRAIT PICKLES (page 66), and INITIAL INGREDIENTS (page 81), for more alphabet fun.

numbers to that equation (which is
often handy), you have 36 great bud-
dies. And hey, let’s not leave out the
punctuation pals! They can be a great
source of inspiration and fun, too. 

You may be surprised to learn that
most pocket dictionaries list more than
40,000 words, and some of the schol-
arly dictionaries boast over 470,000!
And those are just the English language
dictionaries. You can’t tell me that
there’s nothing to do with that many
possibilities! 

Baxter Says:
Aliens listening in on Mother Earth
might be confused by the more than
6,000 languages in use today! 
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Why Words?

This may sound like a no-brainer,
but have you ever tried to buy a
movie ticket without using

words? How about answering a ques-
tion? It may be easy for the yes and no
answers, but try to give three examples
of a chemical reaction or explain
different kinds of clouds, without the
use of words. 

Let’s face it, words are very important
to know! In many cultures, your overall
intelligence is based largely on the num-
ber of words in your vocabulary. I hate
to nitpick here, but how many words do
you suppose are in your vocabulary? If
you really want to know, begin with the

letter A and write down all the A words
you can think of while your friends do
the same. (No fair just adding an S or
adding ING or similar endings. Each
word has to be different!) Then count
’em up and see who makes the A-List!

Signed, Sealed, and Delivered
Even people without the ability to

speak or to hear have a large vocabu-
lary. American Sign Language (ASL) is a
visual-spatial language of the deaf or
hearing impaired that consists of not
only the 26 letters of the alphabet, but
more than 1,200 unique terms as well.
Signing Exact English (SEE), which is

closer to the actual English language,
has more than 4,520 different illustra-
tions, with a total word potential of
about 60,000 words! 

When people who can hear trade
words, they use inflections, or stresses
on a certain syllable of a word. The
hearing impaired also stress certain
words or phrases, by raising or furrow-
ing their eyebrows. 

The word nitpicker origi-
nally meant someone who
picked the tiny eggs of lice
(nits) from someone’s hair!
Today, it is used to describe
someone who looks for and
finds small errors! Are you
a nitpicker?

ASL, body language,

gesticulation, kinesics, mime,

pantomime, sign language

account:w
hat a Dracula is.
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Wordless Waffles
Some people tend to take the ability

to speak for granted, especially
those who shout or use four-letter

words (a no-no, as I know you know).
But you can whip up something fun and
delicious without using any words at all!

Let’s Cook! 
Make a list of 10 common phrases

that you would use on a daily basis,
such as What time will dinner be ready?
or Do I have to go to school? or per-
haps I’m all done with my homework.
Can I go out and play? Ask an adult to
be the judge, and then take turns trying

to convey your message to another
person without speaking or writing. 
You can use your hands or facial
expressions, point to objects, do
anything except make noise.

Keep track of who “wins” the most
phrases. You can even award a Charlie
Chaplin Award, named for the famous
actor in silent movies, to the best
WORDLESS WAFFLES act!

Recipe
serves: 2 or more players

ingredients:

• Pencil and paper

decline: de person dat draws de pictures in dis book.
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forever. But, yes, words can leave a real
sting. People have had their feelings
hurt, have gone to prison, and have suf-
fered terribly, all because of words they
used or words others used against them.
Words have built nations and destroyed
them. Wars have even begun over
words. 

Today, many companies operate
around what is called a mission state-
ment, which is simply the principles,
purposes, and objectives of the organiza-

tion that are written down. Putting the
ideas in writing, with words, helps
everyone involved better understand
what the organization hopes to accom-
plish. Isn’t it amazing how individual
words, when put together, can be so
powerful? 

Let’s Cook! 
Create a mission statement, or a per-

sonal Bill of Rights. Think about how
you think things should be, not only for
yourself, but for friends and family
members as well. Or try writing one for
a club you belong to. Make your WORD

POWER PIZZA a group effort, just the
way every slice of pizza contributes to
make a whole pizza pie!

Forget that playground chant
“Sticks and stones will break my
bones, but words can never hurt

me.” Words can be very powerful
things! The entire country of the United
States (as well as many others) has oper-
ated for many years based on words —
the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, the
Declaration of Independence, to name a
few. Words have brought comfort and
laughter to many people, too. Words
have even made some people famous

Word Power Pizza Recipe
serves: 1 player, but even better with more!
ingredients:
• Pencil and paper or Noodle Book 

pungent: a man who enjoys wordplay.
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Slanguage Slaw

Clown around, carry on, horse
around, mess around, let loose,
kick up your heels, cut up, strut

your stuff, ham it up, whoop it up, and
go on a tear! 

Notice anything familiar? All of these
phrases are perfectly acceptable slang
for the word play. Slang (or slanguage)
is a language that is often used in casual
or playful speech in place of regular
words, usually to achieve a special
effect.

When I was younger, my mom had
the thankless job of driving me every-
where (sound familiar?). I was always in
a hurry, but instead of just asking my
mom to drive a little faster, I would use
slang such as “Put the pedal to the
metal, Mom!” or “Shake a leg, Mom!”
or “Drop the hammer, Mom!”

Am I There Yet?
Of course, none of these verbal

encouragements ever got me anywhere
any faster. They did get me stern looks
from my mother, though. So if you
choose to use slang, use it wisely!

It may take some time to recognize
slang, but when you get used to picking
it out, you’ll start to hear it everywhere!

cockney, colloquialism, jargon,

jive, lingo, neologism, patois,

pidgin, reduplicatives,

slanguage, valspeak, vernacular

The next time you plop down (there’s
one!) in front of the TV, keep your fin-
gers at the ready (there’s another!) and
start to jot down or count all of the
slang terms you hear. Perhaps you and a
friend can have a contest to see who is
able to catch the most slang. Are you
diggin’ my noise?

Ebonics, short for Ebony
Phonics, is a dialect that has
gotten some attention lately. 
It is also known as African
American Vernacular English
(AAVE) and is being heard
more and more on street cor-
ners and at schools. Should
Ebonics be allowed in the
classroom, or even be taught
as another language (like
French or Spanish), or is it just
another form of slang?

Can you find a seven-
letter portmanteau
(page 21) on this page
that starts with E? Then,
can you find another?
(Answers on page 124.)

343_WordplayCafe_Final.qxd  10/4/09  2:18 PM  Page 18



Word Nutrition 19

How Language Began: Five Theories

DING-DONG
According to the
ding-dong theory,
the first words
came from peo-
ple’s reactions to
the environment.
For example, it has
been suggested
that “mama”
reflects the move-
ment of babies’
lips as they get
ready to nurse.

BOW-WOW
The bow-wow
theory suggests
that language
arose from people
imitating sounds of
nature, especially
animal calls.

YO-HE-HO
The yo-he-ho
theory says that the
first language came
from people’s need
to work together,
producing first
grunts, then 
chants, then 
words.

LA-LA
The la-la theory supposes
that the first sounds were
associated with love, play,
poetry, and song.

POOH-POOH
The pooh-pooh
theory says that
the first speech
came from
humans express-
ing emotions such
as pain, anger,
and frustration.

Many linguists (people who study lan-
guages) have a hard time agreeing on
just how words and speech began.

The fact that human language came about so
long ago (some say more than 8,000 years ago)

will likely prevent us from ever knowing.
In the early 1900s, linguist Otto Jespersen

described four popular theories as to how
human language began, and added his own
theory (pooh-pooh) to make a fifth.
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It might surprise you to learn that a
lot of the words we use today have
Latin and Greek origins. For exam-

ple, the word music is from the Greek
Muses, who were the daughters of Zeus,
a god who represented the human arts.
And the word primate is from the Latin
primus, meaning “first.” 

In fact, you probably know more
Greek and Latin than you think! If you
breathe air and get ideas, you’re using
some words that come from Greek
roots. Air comes from the Greek word
aer, and idea has the Greek root word
idein, meaning “to see.” And even if
you’ve never studied Latin, you proba-
bly speak it already! About 40 percent
of English words have Latin roots.
Recognize any of these?

do, color, condo, quiet, honor, multi,

sane, insane, ridiculous, rare, unique,

accuse, apparatus, pauper, furor, farina

They are all so-called English words
that are actually Latin! 

What’s in a Name? 
Scientists still use Latin names to iden-

tify the species of plants and animals on
earth. That way, people all over the
world can recognize and agree on the
name of the species. These scientific
names are usually in two parts, such as

Orange Origin Juice
Eleutherodactylus augusti (“barking
frog”). The first Latin word is the
generic, or genus, name and the second
is the specific, or species, name. You
may already know your scientific name,
Homo sapiens, meaning “wise man.”
Now, you try it!

Let’s Cook! 
Go around to the different rooms of

your house and have each person write

bulky: what a bull uses to open the door.
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a Latin-sounding name for that room.
Trade notes and see if your friends can
decipher which room is being described
from its “scientific name.” Maybe I can
start you off with the following:
Siblingus uncleanicus.

Recipe
serves: 2 or more players

ingredients:
• Pencil and paper or Noodle Book 

• 1 house or apartment

A portmanteau (or “suit-
case” word) is made from
combining two words to
form one, such as brunch
(breakfast and lunch),
motel (motor hotel), or
smog (smoke and fog).
Think of other portmanteaus
or make up some of your
own and play PORTMANTEAU

the next time you are bored
in the car or on the bus.

PUNZLES®answer: Amazing grapes.
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Ancient Greek root and stem words
can grow a whole tree of modern-
day English words. Check out the

list here. See any familiar words about to
take root? How about bio + logy = “the
study of life,” as in biology? Or, tele + phon
= “to speak far,” as in telephone. What
about the English word acrobat? See how
many words (branches) you can make for
your tree using a single Greek word root.
Which word builds the biggest tree?

acro (highest)
agra (farm)
anthro (human)
arch (chief)
aristo (best)
astro (star)
audio (hearing)
auto (self)
batos (to go)
bio (life)
chromo (color)
chrono (time)
cosmos (world)
cracy (rule by)
demo (people)
graph (write)
hydro (water)
iso (equal)

ist (one who does
something, like
bicyclist)

meter, metron

(to measure)
micro (small)
mono (one)
nomy (rules for,

management of,
laws of)

ophy (wisdom about,
knowledge of)

optikos (see)
philo (love)
phon (speak)
psyche (soul)
techne (skill, art)
tele (far)

probate:som
ething that only professional fisherm

en use.
Play Greektionary
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New words are always being
invented. Do you suppose
your grandparents ever used
the word email, or the
acronym VCR? Can you think
of other recent additions to
our language? Imagine Lewis
telling Clark that he wasn’t
able to “log on.” What would
that have meant?

What’s more, there are also problems
that come up when people translate
one language into another. There are
some words in English that don’t even
exist in other languages! (Check out
TRANSLATION TOAST on page 112 to
have some fun with that.)

Take several pieces of freshwater
ghoti fillets and … Wait a minute:
What are ghoti fillets? Perhaps if

I helped you sound out the word, you’ll
understand where I’m headed. 

Let’s break it up into syllable sounds:
“gh” as in rough, “o” as in women, and
“ti” as in nation. See the problem?

As elegant and civil as we may think
the English language is, it is full of prob-
lems, especially for people who learn
English as a second language. 

Part of the problem is that one symbol
can be pronounced many ways. Take the
letter A, for example. It can be used in
the words plate, fact, or instead, all pro-
ducing different sounds.

If that weren’t bad enough, we use
different spellings to make the same
sound, as in the “a” sound in rate, in
main, or in weigh.

Where       From?
On top of all that, we have differences

in our dialects! Depending on which
part of the country you’re from, you
may choose to drink a soda, a soft drink,
or a pop.

Panfried Problems
(ghoti fillets)

parables: two large male bovines.
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Spelling Bee Brownies (or what the buzz is all about)

Every year, kids from around the
country test their spelling skills in
the Scripps National Spelling Bee,

held in Washington, D.C. They begin at
their local schools or community bees
and progress until just over 250 contest-
ants make it to the finals. 

The spelling bee was begun by a
newspaper, the Louisville (Kentucky)
Courier-Journal in 1925. The Scripps
Howard News Service took over the
spelling bee in 1941. The bee has grown
from 9 original contestants to 265
finalists in 2004. 

The contest is limited to kids in the
eighth grade or under the age of 16 at
the date of the final competition.

A Bee in Her Bonnet
Here’s something worth noting: Out

of 80 past champions, 38 were boys 
and 42 were girls. There was no bee
held in the years 1943, 1944, and 1945
because of World War II, and in the
years 1950, 1957, and 1962, there were
co-champions (two winners).

If you think you’re a word wizard and
want to give it a try, ask your teacher or
local home-schooling organization for
more details, or check out the spelling
bee information yourself at
www.spellingbee.com. 

punt: what you are when someone hits you with a pun.
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Speller, who gets two minutes to repeat
the word, spell the word, and then
repeat the word again. The Speller may
ask the Pronouncer to say the word
again, define it, or use it in a sentence. 
If the Speller misspells the word, the
same word goes to the competing player
(or other team). Each correctly spelled
word gets a point. Here’s an example to
get you going:

Pronouncer: Persnickety.
Speller: Could you give me the word

in a sentence, please?
Pronouncer: The persnickety English

teacher accepted only typed, not hand-
written, homework.

Speller: Persnickety. P-E-R-S-N-I-C-K-
E-T-Y. Persnickety.

Maybe you could have a tray of
brownies as the grand prize!

Let’s Cook!
Organize your own spelling bee. 

Ask a parent or other adult to serve as
Pronouncer (and Judge). Have that
person prepare a list of unusual (but 
not terribly difficult) words from the
dictionary. 

The play goes in rounds, with each
team getting the same number of words.
The Pronouncer states the word to the

Recipe
serves: 2 or more players (ifyou have lots of kids, maketeams of 4 or 5 contestantseach)

ingredients:
• Pencil and paper 
• Dictionary
• 1 or more adults
• Timer or watch

number: an anesthesiologist. (Look it up!)
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Don’t feel bad if you have a problem
finding the right words.

Vice president Dan Quayle seemed
to have an unusually difficult time
when it came to using the correct
words during the Bush administration
of 1989 –1993. Oftentimes he would
struggle to find the proper words,
with hilarious results. Here are just a
few of his supposed blunders. See if
you can find the mistakes, by reading
every word he said, not what you
know he meant to say. To check your
answers, turn to page 124. 

Quayleisms

PUNZLES®answer: Chairman of the bored. 

• This president is going to lead us out of this recovery. It will happen.

• When asked about Latin America:The U.S. has a vital interest in that 
area of the country.

• It’s wonderful to be here in the great state of Chicago.

• I love California; I practically grew up in Phoenix.

• We are ready for any unforeseen event that may or may not occur.

• My friends, no matter how tough the road may be, we can and we will never,
never surrender to what is right.

• A low voter turnout is an indication of fewer people going to the polls.

• If you give a person a fish, they fish for a day. But if you train a person to fish,
they fish for a lifetime.

• We’re going to have the best-educated American people in the world.

• It isn’t pollution that’s harming our environment. It’s impurities in our air and
water that are doing it.
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